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                      Florida Tech’s approach to academics is research-driven, high-tech and hands-on, allowing our students to both gain knowledge and get real experience applying it. Here, you don’t just learn—you do.                      
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                      It is through research that faculty members advance their fields, students enhance their learning, and the university creates change for the benefit of our planet and all of its inhabitants.                      

                  


                  
                    
                    	
                        Student Design & Research
                      
	
                        Centers, Institutes & Labs
                      
	
                        News & Stories
                      
	
                        Center for Advanced Manufacturing & Innovative Design (CAMID)
                      
	
                        Library
                      
	
                        Faculty Profiles
                      
	
                        Sponsored Programs
                      
	
                        Expert Directory
                      


                  

                

              
            
	
              
                Admission & Aid 
              
              
                
                  
                    
                      Admission & Aid
                    

                    

                      Ready for the future? Whether you hope to join the Florida Tech family as a freshman, transfer student or graduate student, your journey to Panther-hood starts here.                        
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                      What's it like to live and learn at Florida Tech? The answer differs for every student, but you can count on one thing: The people here are friendly, open-minded and passionate about their work.
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Welcome To The Joy & Gordon Patterson Botanical Garden



      

      A stream bordered by a shady hammock abounding in palm trees and other tropical growth winds through the heart of the campus and is the setting for a 15-acre Botanical Garden. The main trail has been named the Dent Smith Trail in honor of the founder of the Palm Society, a worldwide organization primarily engaged in the study of the palm family, in all its aspects. Florida Tech's Garden, through the intense interest of Founding President Emeritus Jerome P. Keuper and the inspiration and help of Mr. Dent Smith in the 1960's, has become one of the most unique campus botanical gardens of its kind in the continental United States.

To help protect the flora and the fauna and the safety of visitors, we ask that bicycles, skateboards, and dogs not be taken into the garden. Also removing, cutting, or tampering with the plant life in the garden is considered a serious offense. The garden will be a pleasant place for all, if all who use it will take pride in its cleanliness and beauty.

This is a public garden. As there are natural water features and other potential hazards, please exercise caution during your visit. There are several specimen, delicate or possibly poisonous plants planted or naturally occurring in this garden and hammock. Parents: Please maintain appropriate control over your children at all times. For your safety, stay on the trails or within walled/patio areas.

[image: ]

Be sure to visit Melbourne's Little Red Schoolhouse, located in the Botanical Gardens.

Mission Statement

The mission of the Joy and Gordon Patterson Botanical Garden at Florida Institute of Technology is to preserve and maintain the beauty of the natural garden hammock as a peaceful place for wellness and inspiration for the campus community and its visitors.

Vision

	Keep the founder’s pledge to protect the hammock.
	Preserve and protect the natural environment.
	Provide access to the garden for inspiration, meditation, observation, and education.


Photo Gallery

View the Botanical Garden photo gallery


      
                                                                                                                                   

      Follow Us On

[image: Facebook] [image: Twitter]

Hours of Operation

Monday-Sunday: Sunrise to Sunset

Donate

Support the Botanical Garden with a tax-deductible donation.

Wildlife

See what campus wildlife you may find in the gardens

Sign Guest Book

[image: Guestbook Icon]

Let us know you visited. Sign the guest book.
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